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PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET 
 

Project Title: Talking About Gambling (TAG): Digital Health Promotion Project  

Researcher(s): Megan Whitty, Dirk Van Rooy, Matthew Stevens and Montserrat Alvarez Klee 

Organisation(s): ANU Centre for Gambling Research, Menzies School of Health Research 

Project contact: Megan Whitty (ANU) on megan.whitty@anu.edu.au or 0436 811 151 

 

What is the project about? 

The aim of this research project is to evaluate whether participation in an online Facebook community that produces 
local health promotion content improves awareness and reduces gambling harms in ten NSW Aboriginal 
Communities 

 

Who is involved in the project? 

This research project is being conducted by Megan Whitty and Dirk Van Rooy, who work at the Australian National 
University, and Matt Stevens from Menzies School of Health Research for the period of January 2021 to September 
2021. 

The research is supported by the NSW Aboriginal Safe Gambling Services (ASGS) and ThinkPlace, and is funded by 
the NSW Government 2019 Responsible Gambling Grants program. 

 

Why have I been invited to participate? 

You have been invited to take part because you live in one of the ten communities in NSW participating in the TAG 
project. 

You can pull out at any time, without having to provide an explanation, and it won’t change your relationship with 
the researchers or anyone else. If you do decide to pull out of the project, please contact the project coordinator 
Megan Whitty (details above) and leave the Facebook group. Please do this by September 2021, as this will be when 
we are finalising reports.  

 

What will I do if I participate?  

Participation means that you join your community’s online Facebook group (or take part in a short interview). 
Material will be posted by community members, and by ThinkPlace, a consultancy company, in collaboration with 

http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/
mailto:megan.whitty@anu.edu.au
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NSW Aboriginal Safe Gambling Service. You can choose to engage with the content, and visit the Facebook group 
page as often as you wish. 

We may be running a competition for community members to develop content around the theme: Talking About 
Gambling. If you would like to develop, or appear, in any of this material, we will require that you sign an Image 
Consent Form. This will be posted on the Facebook group. 

An optional survey will be distributed when the Facebook group has been set up, and 12 weeks after this time. If you 
choose to participate in this survey, you will receive a $20 reimbursement for the initial survey, and then a $30 
reimbursement for the follow-up survey. Note that only the first 50 participants are eligible for reimbursement. 

 

How will I benefit from this research? 

Involvement in this study has the potential to reduce gambling harm. You will also be contributing to a broader 
research study that will help to determine how a Facebook community group can help to reduce gambling harm. 
This will have direct benefits to your community. 

 

What will the researchers do and when? 

We will be using the survey data to assess whether participation in the Facebook community results in a change in 
gambling awareness and behaviour. We will do this by analysing the survey data. 

We will also be looking at Facebook metrics, such as the number of views and ‘likes’ particular posts receive, to 
better understand which content items are the most effective. We will prompt discussion around posts and within 
content items, to see how engaging you feel the material has been. Engagement in the content itself is optional. 

We are conducting this study in 10 Aboriginal communities in NSW, and are introducing the Facebook groups into 
the communities at different times to be able to compare the outcomes of people in the different communities. 

The first survey will happen when the community Facebook group is first established, and the follow-up survey will 
happen 12 weeks later. Both surveys will be conducted online. 

The surveys will take about 10-15 minutes to complete, if you choose to be part of this activity. 

 

What will happen to my information? 

Your information will be used to create a report that evaluates the effectiveness of the health promotion campaign 
in reducing gambling harm. We will also provide tailored reports for each participating community.  

Any information that is obtained in connection with this research project and that can be identified with you will 
remain confidential unless otherwise permitted by you, or as required by law. The data will be stored in the 
Australian Data Archive, which has a high reputation for the secure storage of research data. 

Copyright of any material developed by the research team will be owned in conjunction with the Australian National 
University. Material developed by participants of the study and posted to the Facebook group will be owned by the 
original creator/person who post it to the group. 

The researchers can provide you with a copy of the research report if you request a copy. 

 

What are the potential risks? 

While participation in this study entails minimal risk, there are some potential risks that you should be aware of. 
Anything you post on the Facebook group is not confidential. Other people in that group, who also live in the 
community, will be able to view your posts. If you wish to post something and remain anonymous, you may send a 
private message to the moderator. Any sensitive or inappropriate material posted to the Facebook Group will be 
removed in a timely manner. 
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You may feel confronted or distressed upon hearing about the potential harms that gambling can create. If you feel 
distressed at any point during the study or have any concerns, you can contact Warruwi Gambling Help on 1800 752 
948 or the project coordinator.  

 

Data storage 

During the project, the data from the surveys will be stored in a secure database within the ANU called the 
Australian Data Archive. We will take all identifying information (such as your address) off the dataset.  

Only those in the research team will be able to access the data. Their names are Dirk Van Rooy, Megan Whitty and 
Montserrat Alvarez (ANU), and Matthew Stevens (Menzies School of Health Research). The survey data will be 
accessed through a dataset with all the provided information, while the data from Facebook will be accessed 
through the Facebook platform. 

Researchers within the community may be able to access the data for future research, at the discretion of the 
principle investigator. The information will be kept for a minimum of five years. 

 

Culturally restricted information 

Culturally restricted information will not be collected in this study. 

 

Inclusion and exclusion criteria 

The following people are not included in the study: 

- People under the age of 18 years  

- People who cannot speak English adequately and would be unable to engage in the Facebook group 

- People with a disability such that they are unable to engage in the Facebook group, and respond to the 

surveys  

While the focus of this study is on Aboriginal communities, non-Indigenous individuals living in the selected 

communities are welcome to participate. 

 

Contact 

I know that if I have any questions about the research that I can contact Megan Whitty on (02) 6125 7679 or 
Matthew Stevens on (08) 8946 8524. If I have any concerns about gambling, I can contact the NSW Aboriginal Safe 
Gambling Services on 1800 752 948. 

 

Complaints 

I know that I can complain to: 

 Australian National University Human Research Ethics Committee, (e) human.ethics.officer@anu.edu.au  

 The Executive Director of Research, AIATSIS, 51 Lawson Crescent, Acton ACT 2601, (e) ethics@aiatsis.gov.au   

 The Chair of the AIATSIS Research Ethics Committee, AIATSIS, 51 Lawson Crescent, Acton ACT 2601, (e) 
ethics@aiatsis.gov.au   

 If I think there has been a breach of my privacy I can write to the Office of the Australian Information 
Commissioner, GPO Box 5218 Sydney NSW 2001 or call 1300 363 992.  

 

Ethics Committee Clearance 

The ethical aspects of this research project have been approved by the AIATSIS Research Ethics Committee and the 
Australian National University Human Research Ethics Committee. 
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